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A National Challenge 


By Won. E. DouGHTyY 
(See Anglers ) 


O America, America, stretching between the two great seas, in 
whose heart flows the rich blood of many nations, into whose moun- 
tain safes God has put riches of fabulous amount, in whose plains 
the Almighty has planted the magic genius that blossoms into har- 
vests with which to feed the hungry multitudes of earth, nursed by 
Puritan and Pilgrim, defended by patriot and missionary, guided by 
the pillar of cloud by day and of fire by night, sanctified by a faith 
as pure as looks up to heaven from any land; O America, let thy 
Master make thee a saviour of the nations; let thy God flood thee 
with a resistless passion for conquest; let thy Father lead thee over 
mountains and seas, through fire and flood, through sickness and 
pain, out—out to that great hour when all men shall hear the call of 
Christ, and the last lonely soul shall see the uplifted cross, and the 
| whole world be bound back to the heart of God! 
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EDITORIAL 


A Vote To Send The Plan Of 
Union To The Presbyteries 
Is A Vote For Union 


We are in receipt of a copy of a letter asking that 
the commissioners vote to send down the Plan of 
Union in order that the members of presbytery may 
have a vote on the matter. This letter further states 
that a vote to send down the Plan is not a vote for 
the Plan, but only an effort to ‘“‘play fair’ with the 
presbyters and let them vote. 


The letter is a very skillfully presented argument 
designed to get votes in this 1954 Assembly for the 
Plan of Union. But consciously or unconsciously, 
the writer has engaged in a bit of sophistry, or spe- 
cious reasoning. 


A vote to send down the Plan of Union to the 
presbyteries is a vote for union, both directly and 
indirectly. Paragraph 168 of our Book of Church 
Order makes three requirements for organic union, 
of which the first is the approval of the proposed 
union by the General Assembly. ‘Those who vote 
in the 1954 Assembly to send down the Plan of 
Union to the presbyteries are directly voting to 
accomplish the first requirement of full organic 
union as provided in our Book. 


Further, they are indirectly adding their votes 
and influence toward the end of securing organic 
union, because an affirmative decision of the 1954 
General Assembly will be used as an argument in 
favor of union in the presbyteries. In the matters 
which have come before our Church in the last two 
decades, many presbyteries have been swayed wholly 
and solely by the action of the General Assembly. 
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It has been argued that the Assembly knows more 
than the presbytery, therefore we ought to approve 
what they have done. So on occasions presbyteries 
have dodged their own responsibilities and become 
echoes of the General Assembly. Similar methods 
may be expected to be used in this issue. 


Again, the vote of the 1954 Assembly will be 
used as an argument in the 1955 Assembly, and 
perhaps in efforts to get the Church to change its 
requirement of three-fourths of the presbyteries. 
Then, each one who votes to send down the Plan 
will have put himself on record as voting for the 
Plan and the fact of his affirmative vote can and 
likely will be used in arguments favoring the union 
in presbyteries and future assemblies. 


It is the duty of every commissioner to vote the 
conviction God gives him on this matter. One ought 
not, on a specious plea of fair play to other presby- 
terers, be untrue to his God and to the Word of His 
truth. The house of God is the Church of the living 
God: THE PILLAR AND GROUND OF THE TRUTH. 
The best thing we can do for the peace and_har- 
mony of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., is to vote 
against sending this Plan down to the presbyteries 
and to kill it now. That may well be also the best 
thing we can do for the whole Presbyterian family 
in these United States of America. By voting down 
the Plan we will be saying to the spokesmen of 
New York Presbyterianism (Look, March 23; 
Time, April 19), No, we are unable to go with you 
on a latitudinarianism which permits Presbyterian 
ministers to reject the virgin birth of Christ, His 
physical resurrection, and the blessed hope of His 
personal return in glory. And that may be the stimu- 
lus which God will use to bring our brethren to 
sounder thoughts of Him. —H.B.D. 


(See ‘Revolt In Britain’? — Pages 6-9) 
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It Is God That Justifieth 


The Gospel Is The Power Of God Unto 
Salvation. Son, Be Of Good Cheer, 
Thy Sins Be Forgiven Thee. 


These texts remind us that the Gospel is not a 
mere set of human ideas. It is the power of God. 
In and through the preaching of His Gospel, God 
acts. Justification is an act of God’s free grace. 
(od acts in justifying a sinner not less than He acts 
in judging an impenitent person. There are writers 
and speakers who treat the one as well as the other 
as though they were both matters of human intellec- 
tuation, or mechanical cause and effect. But the 
Bible sees God in action. For it, God turns the 
wicked into hell and the Son of Man says to those 
on His left hand: Depart from Me, ye cursed into 
everlasting punishment. For it, Christ says to the 
paralytic, Son, thy sins be forgiven thee; and it is 
God that justifieth. 


Let us also keep in mind that according to the 
Book, we are to pray continually: Forgive us our 
debts—trespasses—sins. Confession testifies, 
“God doth continually forgive the sins of those that 
are justified.” If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins. Whenever we sin, 
we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous. Calvin well writes: 


“Our first entrance, therefore, into the Church 
and Kingdom of God is the remission of sins, 
without which we have no covenant or union 
with God.” ““Nor does God only once receive 
and adopt us into HisChurch by the remission of 
sins; He likewise preserves and keeps us in it 
by the same-mercy.” “Wherefore it ought to 
be held as a certain conclusion, that from the 
liberality, by the intervention of Christ, 
through the sanctification of the Spirit, pardon 
of sins has been, and is daily, bestowed upon 
us, who have been admitted and grafted into the 
Church.” ‘Whatever holiness may distinguish 
the children of God, yet such is their condition 
as long as they inhabit a mortal body, that they 
cannot stand before God without the remis- 
sion of sins.’’ Institutes IV :1:20-22. 


Finally, it ought to be emphasized that this is God’s 
work, not man’s. It is not a mere matter of brushing 
vuilt-consciousness from our minds, as one might 
brush cobwebs from his face. In our sin we are 
vuilty before God, obnoxious to His wrath. God 
must deal with us. Blessed be His Name, He does— 
He forgiveth all our iniquities. And He does this 
out of free grace through the redemption that is in 


Christ Jesus. The ground on which God’s great 
mercy acts is the righteousness of Christ. It is not 
because of our faith as some too loosely say. Paul 
never uses dia with the accusative when he speaks 
of faith. Jonathan Edwards found that men were 
misconstruing the covenant into an agreement or 
legal bargain between equals. Dragging God down 
to man’s level, they described faith as the condi- 
tion of the covenant, and then they made it the 
cause of our forgiveness - - and ended by having 
God in debt to man and obligated to forgive him. 
Away with such humanistic conceits, Edwards 
thundered. Here again let us re-read our Confes- 
sion: God freely justifieth those whom He calls by 
pardoning their sins for Christ’s sake alone—by 
imputing the obedience and satisfaction of Christ 
unto them. Moreover, this justification is only of 
free grace, inasmuch as Christ was given by the 
Father for us, His obedience and satisfaction are 
accepted in our stead, and even the faith by which 
we receive and rest upon Him alone for salvation 
is the gift of God, the inward work of the Holy 


Spirit. 
Brother, draw the confidence God has for you in 


this blessed assurance: It is God that justifieth: 
who is he that condemneth? —W.C.R. 


The Kingship Of Christ 
And The Plan Of Union 


In Our Book Of Church Order And 
In The Form Of Government 


CHAPTER II 

The differences between these two documents 
may be concretely exhibited by quoting our chapter 
in full, italicizing the words that are taken over 
in the 1954 Plan of Union and adding in paren- 
theses with italics the few words the Plan adds, 
thus: 


(Of Jesus Christ), The King 


And Head Of The Church. 


(1). 8. Jesus Christ, upon whose shoulders the 
yovernment is, whose name is called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Fath- 
er, the Prince of Peace; of the increase of whose 
government and peace there shall be no end; who 
sits upon the throne of David, and upon his king- 
dom to order it and to establish it with judgment 
and with: justice from henceforth, even for ever; 
having all power given unto him in heaven and in 
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earth by the Father, who raised him from the dead, 
and set him on his own right hand, far above all 
principality, and power, and might, and dominion, 
and every name that is named, not only in this 
world, but also in that which is to come, and hath 
put all things under his feet, and gave him to be 
(is) the Head over all things to the Church, which 
is his body, the fullness of him that filleth all in 
all; he, being ascended up far above all heavens, 
that he might fill all things, received gifts for his 
Church, and gave all officers necessary for the edifi- 
cation of his Church and the perfecting of his 
saints. 


(2). 9. Jesus, the Mediator, the sole Priest, 
Prophet, King, Saviour, and Head of the Church 
contains in himself, by way of eminency, all the 
offices of his Church, and has many of their names 
attributed to him in the Scriptures. He is Apostle, 
Teacher, Pastor, Minister, and Bishop, and the 
only Lawgiver in Zion. It belongs to his Majesty 
from his throne of glory, to rule and teach (Since 
his ascension to heaven he is present with and gov- 
erns) the Church, through his Word and Spirit, 
(and) by the ministry of men; thus mediately exer- 
cising his own authority, and enforcing his own laws, 
unto the edification and establishment of his king- 
dom. 


(3). 10. Christ, as King, has given to his (The 
Lord Jesus Christ as the Head of the) Church has 
given (it) to his Church, officers (the ministry), 
oracles, and ordinances (of God); and especially 
has he ordained therein his system of doctrine, gov- 
ernment, and worship; all which are either express- 
ly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary 
inference may be deduced therefrom; and to which 
things he commands that nothing be added, and 
that from them naught be taken away. 


11. Since the ascension of Jesus Christ to heaven, 


he is present with the Church by His Word and 


Spirit, and the benefits of all his offices are effectual-— 


ly applied by the Holy Spirit. 


As to other sections, the 1954 Plan includes our 
paragraph 18, but it omits our paragraph 19 which 
had a place in the 1943 Plan of Union. This deleted 


paragraph reads: 


“19. The exercise of ecclesiastical power, 
whether joint or several, has the divine sanc- 
tion, when in conformity with the statutes 
enacted by Christ, the Lawgiver, and when put 
forth by courts or by officers appointed there- 
unto in his Word.”’ 


Chapter 5 of the Form of Government in the 
1954 Plan repeats the position that the “radical 
principles” of Presbyterian Church government and 
discipline are that a larger part of the church, or a 
representation of it shall govern a smaller, that is 
that a majority shall govern. Here again we see the 
intrusion of eighteenth century principles in lieu of 
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the Bible doctrine that ‘the Lorp is our judge, the 
LORD is our Lawgiver, the LorpD is our King, He 
will save us.” 


Subordinate to this rule of rational principles, 
we have sections taken from our paragraph 58, B. 
C. O. Here, however, the FORM OF GOVERNMENT 
omits the following good statements of our para- 
graph, thus: 


“First, They (Church Courts) can make no 
laws binding the conscience; but may frame 
symbols of faith, bear testimony against error 
in doctrine and immorality in practice, with- 
in or without the pale of the Church, and de- 
cide cases of conscience. Secondly, they have 
the power to establish rules for the government, 
discipline, worship, and extension of the 
Church, which must be agreeable to the doc- 
trines contained in the Scriptures, the circum- 
stantial details only of these matters being left 
to the Christian prudence and wisdom of 
church officers and courts. Thirdly, they pos- 
sess the right of requiring obedience to the laws 


of Christ.” 


Why should these clearly marked out limits of 
Church jurisdiction and authority be omitted—ex- 
cept that the 1954 Plan of Union does not hold to 
Christ as the sole King, the only Lawgiver in Zion, 
as our Book of Church Order teaches it? 


When one turns to the new Book of Discipline in 
the 1954 Plan he finds that its chapter 1 paragraph 
8 defines an offense in some of the same language 
used in our par. 179. But there is a significant dif- 
ference. Our Book defines an offense as anything 
contrary to the Word of God and places a period 
there. Instead of the period the Plan goes on to 
state ‘‘or to those expositions of its teachings as to 
faith and practice which are contained in the Con- 
stitution of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States.” Further the Plan omits the following 
statute of limitation given in our paragraph 179, 
thus: 


“Nothing, therefore, ought to be considered by 
any court as an oftense, or admitted as a mat- 
ter of accusation, which cannot be proved to 
be such from Scripture, as interpreted in these 
Standards.”’ 


It seems to us that the 1954 Plan opens the way for 
condemning men under those “general principles” 
or “radical principles’ which the Plan of Union 
has taken over from eighteenth century thinking 
and included at significant places in the Plan. Slav- 
ery to Christ alone is the true and only freedom of 
the human soul. In His Body, the Church, one 
ought to be subject only to His Word and His 
Spirit, and officers and courts ought to be expressly 
instructed that their exercise of church power has 
the divine sanction only when it is in conformity 
with the statutes enacted by Christ the Lawgiver, 
B.C. ©. oer. 79. —W.C.R. 
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The Cumberland - U.S.A. 
Presbyterian Dis-Union 


‘Although the union of the Cumberland Presby- 
terian Church with the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
\., is frequently alluded to by proponents of organic 
union as an example of successful union, the actual 
results tell a different story. In 1906, the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian Church numbered 185,212 com- 
municants, together with 1,514 ordained mgnisters. 
More than half of the ministers, but not more than 
one-third of the members, went into the “union.”’ 
It is probable that another one-third of the mem- 
bership eventually drifted into other denominations, 
due to the general discouragement which existed 
and the inability of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church to supply its congregations with preaching. 
In the litigation which followed, the unionists were 
venerally successful in obtaining possession of the 
property. The civil courts, as a rule, refused to go 
behind the rulings of the General Assembly. Only 
in one state, Tennessee, did those who remained in 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church succeed in 
holding any considerable portion of their property. 
The ruling of the courts in Tennessee was to the 
effect that where a division existed in a congregation 
the property should be awarded to that portion of 
the congregation which continued to hold to the 
system of doctrine for the propagation of which the 
property was created. All of the schools and pub- 
lishing interests were awarded to the unionists ex- 
cept Bethel College, which at that time was under 
the control of the Synod of West Tennessee. 


‘‘Material losses, however, were not the most 
serious results. Resentment against the coercive 
measures of unionists too often degenerated into an 
unchristian strife in which the unionists and anti- 
unionists alike participated. Epithets were freely 
hurled, and church courts swore undying opposition 


to the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A. 


‘Another result of the attempted union, on the 
side of those who remained in the Cumberland Pres- 
byterian Church, was a general discouragement 
which it has taken years to overcome and which 
has not even yet ceased to exert its influence. In- 
stead of taking the resources and men that remained 
and enabling them to render the greatest possible 
service, by which losses in numbers and property 
might soon have been compensated for, there has 
been a tendency to compare the present reduced 
state of the church with its former glory and to 
weep over its losses instead of setting to work to 
repair the damage and aggressively carry forward 
the work of evangelism which the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church traditionally has stood for. 


‘Another result of the attempted union was to 
make the remaining Cumberland Presbyterians ‘iso- 
lationists.’ The unfortunate experience of an at- 
tempt to force union transformed the attitude of 
the Cumberland Presbyterian Church from one of 
co-operation with other evangelical churches and a 
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willingness to enter into closer relations with other 
Christian bodies for the promotion of a common 
cause to one in which not only all ‘union’ move- 
ments, even among other denominations, are viewed 
with suspicion, but there has been an unwillingness 
to co-operate in interdenominational movements 
which do not have organic union as their purpose. 
As an example of this, the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church has been in and out of the International 
Council of Religious Education two or three times 
in the last fifteen years. Furthermore, this known 
attitude has given occasion to factions within the 
church to oppose new measures intended for the 
progress of the church by imputing to them some 
supposed mysterious connection with a movement 
toward organic union. This means has been used 
successfully to defeat proposed reorganizations of 
the machinery of the church, for the principal rea- 
son that those who sought to inject the “union” 
question into the proposed changes knew it would 
have the desired effect of lining up votes against 
the measure. There is, and has been since 1906, no 
movement among Cumberland Presbyterians look- 
ing to organic union, for the Cumberland Presby- 
terian Church had an experience which created a 
distaste for such movements, and it is a safe pre- 
diction that there will be no such movement at 
any time in the near future. 


‘Furthermore, the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., 
has not made any outstanding progress with the 
churches and institutions it received from the Cum- 
berland Presbyterians. Several presbyteries might 
be pointed out in the bounds of which the total 
strength of Cumberland Presbyterians and Presby- 
terians, U. S. A., today is not equal to that of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church alone in 1906.” 


—‘‘Studies in Cumberland Presbyterian History,” 
by Thomas H. Campbell, M.A., B.D., Editor of 
Cumberland Crusader. Author of History of the 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church in Texas. 
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The London Campaign 
—“ Revolt In Britain” 


Taken From “Intelligence Digest.” A Review Of World Affairs. Edited By Kenneth de Courcy. 


14, Old Queen Street, Westminster, London, S.W. Issue Of May, 1954. 


This article goes far to show the potential world- 
impact of the London Campaign. Realizing its im- 
portance, Dr. Bell had a photostatic copy made and 
forwarded to this JOURNAL by air—H.B.D. 


Revolt In Britain? 


Is a revolution brewing in Britain? 


A good many observers are asking this question, 
because of the “Stop: Look: Listen,” Billy Graham 
Crusade. 


Billy Graham has done what no one else has ever 
done in London: he has filled the big Harrin- 
gay Arena almost every night for two months. Nor 
is that all. There has been an open-air rally in 
Trafalgar Square of 12,000 people, and one in 
Hyde Park of 50,000. Into the bargain, there are 
anywhere from ten to twelve all-night devotional 
vigils in London churches every two weeks, at which 
there is often standing room only. 


W hat Does It Mean? 
What does this mean? What does it portend ? 
The historical facts are these :— 


There have been revivals at certain 
throughout the Christian era. 


Each has followed a period of decline. 


Each has taken the overall Christian position to 
a new high peak. 


There has never been a lasting overall decline. 


intervals 


Every revival has met with opposition from both 
good and bad people. 

Classic awakenings have been many: St. Francis 
of Assisi; Savonarola and the Florentine revival ; 


Wesley; and the revival of 1859. There have also 
been others of some importance. 


Influence Of Wesley 
And St. Francis 


It has been argued that every Protestant in the 
world is still influenced by the life and work of St. 
Francis; and that every Roman Catholic has been, 
and is, influenced by Wesley. 


St. Francis created an enduring sense of piety. 
Wesley aroused a fresh evangelistic sense, of which 
every Church has become conscious in some degree. 


Be that as it may (it is only an argument), the 
fact is that every revival has taken the overall 
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Christian position to a higher level—and_ there 
have been many revivals. 


Possible Influences 


Of Billy Graham 


If the Billy Graham campaign proves to be the 
beginning of yet another revival, it will affect poli- 
tics, economics, social conduct, and foreign relations. 


I. Poxitics: because the present awakening has 
a conservative theological background, which is 
nearly always related to a somewhat conservative 
political outlook. 


The left-wing Socialists know this; and that is 
why they dislike Billy Graham. It is no good pre- 
tending that they do not; because they plainly do. 
They not only dislike but fear him. 


2. Economics: because this awakening stresses 
duty and service in the place of advantages, rights, 
and demands. The trend of the awakening is to 
make converts convinced that they should do more 
rather than less than what is asked of them. 


3. Conpuct: because this movement puts 
emphasis on the Divine origins and responsibilities 
of family life, and the obligation to churchmanship. 
Inasmuch as our correspondent has seen typical cosh 
boys and others of that kind stream up to the front 
at Harringay publicly to profess conversion = to 
churchmanship, the implications are clear. 


+. ForeiGN Poticy: because the movement is 
distinctly anti-Marxist; is creating goodwill to- 
wards America; encourages a vigorous attitude to 
life; and snaps its fingers at mere material power. 


Overall Significance 


The overall significance of the Billy Graham 
campaign is that a newly convinced body of opinion 
is arising, which accepts the supernaturalistic con- 
cept of the world and the universe, and does not 
believe that humans have the last word. 


In consequence, it is not to be frightened by H- 
bombs; it will not compromise with anti-Christian 
forces; it is convinced that God has a plan for the 
world which will prevail; and it is more interested 
in acquiring treasure in the Heavenly Kingdom 
than personal advantages upon this planet. 


Any observer can see the implications of all this. 
It is the concept which Marxism dislikes and fears 
above all else. 
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Remarkable Impacts 
A few facts :— 


Billy Graham has had over 800,000 at Harrin- 
gay; with over 18,000 applications for spiritual aid 
__besides scores of thousands of letters. 


Churches of nearly all denominations have felt 
the impact. 


The Press has been impressed, and many jour- 
nalists have been personally moved. 


Businessmen have sat up with a start, to realise 
that labour problems may find an unexpected solu- 
tion, 


The Archbishop of Canterbury and much of the 
Anglican Church has now publicly or privately de- 
clared for Billy Graham’s campaign. 


Many Ministers and M.P.’s have been both im- 
pressed and moved. We have considerable evidence 
of this—much of which is surprising. 


An Agreed Doctrine 

What does Billy Graham preach? One simple 
theological point only—upon which all the Chris- 
tian Churches are in agreement; viz., the doctrines 


of Holy Week. 


Emotionalism is entirely absent. Dr. Graham is 
a normal man, without the faintest sense of self- 
importance or emotionalism. 


If you are anywhere within reach of the Harrin- 
gay Arena (whatever your churchmanship), be sure 
to take an evening off to go. If you run a business, 
hire a bus and take your staff. They will be inter- 
ested; and, even if they do not agree with Dr. Gra- 
ham, they are likely to appreciate the chance to 
hear and see him. 


Fleet Street Conclusions 

The Assistant Editor of one of Britain’s biggest 
popular newspapers (himself a Roman Catholic) 
lunched with us the other day and said :— 


“The big story is that Graham has had from 10 
to 12 thousand people six nights a week for many 
weeks. No entertainer, no statesman, in fact no 
other personality of whom Fleet Street has knowl- 
edge could do it. Why? . 


“It can only be a genuine public hunger. If that . 


be true, it is all the more top news.” 


A Worker’s Reaction 3 

One of our printer’s men said—when the London 
Free Press was going to press with a Billy Graham 
Story :— 


“Billy Graham ; that interests me. I live in north 
London and find it difficult to get into the train 
at night because of this campaign. I mean to go 
myself. I noticed something: when Harringay emp- 
ties of an evening you can tell who has been to the 
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dog races and who to Billy Graham's meeting. Even 
those who have won at the dogs look fed up—those 
who have been to Billy's meeting look happy.” 


The Graham Team 


We have been asked what the relationships are 
between Billy Graham and his. team. 


We have the impression that they all accept him 
as undoubted leader—but don’t hero-worship him. 


Their minds are wholly on a Divine leader— 
that is very clear. 


They seem to be aloof from personalities; while, 
at the same time, being close friends. 


They all seem to have attractive wives and num- 
bers of children. All seem to have a degree of physi- 
cal fitness and mental alertness of an exceptionally 
high order. : 


A Typical American 

Billy Graham himself is a typical young Ameri- 
can. One would guess his father to be a farmer— 
which he is. One would guess him to be of old 
stock—which he is. One would expect his origins 
to be British—which they are. 


He is one of those satisfactory men who turns 
out to be, in fact, very much what he appears to be 
on the surface. He ‘gives one a curious sense of 
being a key man in a big design in which other big 
men are playing a part in all sorts of odd places; 
each, without realising it, playing a distinct part in 
an amazingly clear design. 


Servanthood 

Billy Graham’s strength probably lies in his sin- 
cere sense of servanthood. He neither desires nor 
attempts to put himself over. He is patently sur- 
prised at his role; and we have the impression that 
he tends to become the more humble-minded the 
bigger his work grows. 


An Appointed Time 

He himself is convinced that the world has 
reached an appointed time. He thinks that the 
clock has struck, and that an awakening 1s about to 
spread to every part of the free world—changing 
the whole international outlook. 


It is not difficult to agree with him. Somehow 
or other, despite the H-bomb, the sky has curiously 
brightened ; while alarm has increased amongst those 
whose outlook is wholly materialistic. In other areas 
of thought, there is a sense of calm conviction that 
dawn rather than night lies ahead. 


Pressing Need For 
More Leaders 


The need for more leaders amongst those who 
are coming to accept the revived supernaturalistic 
concept is, however, very pressing. Too few men 
have too much to do just now. From the thousands 
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of converts, however, real and new leadership is 
certain to arise. 


Harringay Methods 
The efficient methods used by the Billy Graham 


team have impressed many of the clergy in Britain. 


The Graham office sends any clergyman or min- 
ister who is involved or interested a periodic chart 
showing :— 


1. The Harringay attendances each day (with 
sermon title) divided into :— 
(a) men and women; 
(b) age groups. 


2. The number of decisions divided into :— 
(a) categories of decisions; 
(b) sexes; 
(c) ages; 
(d-) Church status or otherwise. 


Latest Statistics 


Total attendances up to April 19 were 736,750. 
An analysis of figures up to April 10 showed :— 


ToTraLt ATTENDANCES: 575,350, of which 35 per 
cent were men and 65 per cent women. 


Aces: Men: 5-11, 7 per cent; 12-14, 28 per cent; 
15-18, 30 per cent; 19-29, 18 per cent; 30-49, 13 
per cent; 50 plus, + per cent. 


Aces: Women: 5-11, 8 per cent; 12-14, 23 per 
cent; 15-18, 31 per cent; 19-29, 16 per cent; 30-49, 
14 per cent; 50 plus, 8 per cent. 


Decisions TAKEN IN Pustic: 14,210 of whom 
62 per cent had been non-church-members, and 38 
per cent unconvinced or cold church-members. 
(Total decisions up to April 19 were 17,006, but 
the analysis is not available at the time of going 
to press). 


Every person who professes a decision is at once 
sent to a church. The Minister is notified and 
helped by a carefully prepared documentation. 
Every person who has made a decision is followed 
by both the church and the Crusade movement 
itself. 


Mass Ignorance Of 
Christianity 
In many cases, it has been found that the convert 


has had virtually no Christian instruction at all, 
and must be taught everything as if he or she were 


a child. 


The follow-up work is revealing the extent of 
ignorance prevailing amongst great masses of the 
British nation. Facts about the Christian religion 
which one would think anyone knew are, it seems, 
quite unknown. 


Future Needs 


Everyone concerned in the Harringay movement 
feels that the most important needs are :— 
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1. To establish each convert or re-awakened per. 
son in the full Sacramental life and practices of « 
recognized Church. 


2. That the impression created by a big evan- 
gelistic campaign must find continuity of expression 
in an eftective churchmanship. 


3. That the Harringay methods—which seen 
to have proved suitable for creating a contact be- 
tween the masses and the Church—should be devel- 
oped. The Bishop of Barking and others feel that, 
inasmuch as Dr. Graham is clearly on the con- 
temporary wave length, the discovery of this should 
be put to use. 


Christian Objectives 


A problem which now faces the Churches is to 
provide attractive fare for converts. It must be rec- 
ognized that an overwhelming majority of the pub- 
lic are almost totally ignorant of Christian dogma. 
It is felt that services must be made inspirational in 
a special sense, and Christian objectives very pre- 
cise. 

It is known that certain headings have been sug- 
gested 


Converts should be taught to:— 


1. Attain maximum intellectual and physical fit- 
ness in order to combat antagonistic forces in schol- 
arship, and provide an attractive example to youth 
—intellectual and physical fitness both being popu- 
lar modern achievements in the eyes of most young 
people. 


2. Infiltrate key positions, both in their careers 
and in movements like the trade unions. Instead of 
key jobs going to Communists, they should go to 
Christians. 


3. Become propagandists in the widest sense. The 
Christian religion is based on an overall design: 
and this should be applied by the convert to every 
action in private and public affairs. 


Outbidding Communism 


In fact, the Billy Graham movement has been 
asked to set up an objective for converts which 
would outbid the Communists in every sense. 


It is interesting to notice that a number of lead- 
ing business houses have applied to the Graham 
team for names of converts; the reason given by 
directors being that it is believed that such persons 
will show greater promise than many others. This 
is food for thought. 


STRENGTH AND WEAKNESS OF 
THE GRAHAM CAMPAIGN 


The strength of the campaign is that it devotes 
all its energies and influence to send people to the 
recognized Churches. Dr. Graham presents no new 
movement which one may join. 


He uses methods which attract the modern pagan; 
and uses them with notable restraint and dignity. 
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influential Backing 


He is backed and aided by men of unquestionable. 


integrity, such as the Bishops of Worcester, Bark- 
ing, and Croydon—representing moderate, low, and 
high Anglican churchmanship respectively. 


Dr. Graham has one of the most important and 
influential British Church organizations behind 


him, viz., The Evangelical Alliance, which is under 
the Chairmanship of that unemotional, cold, unim- 


ayvinative Lieut-General Sir Arthur Smith. ‘This 
fact is of importance only inasmuch as it tends to 
discount the illusion that Dr. Graham represents 
some kind of American freak revivalism. 


No one who knows Sir Arthur Smith could im- 
agine his lending his support to emotionalism in any 
form. 


Doubtless, Sir Arthur is a sincere man: but he 
is certainly an ice-cold staff officer, incapable of the 
faintest trace of emotionalism. 


Dr. Graham has the support of the much more 
warm-hearted Lieut.-General Sir William Dobbie 
—a professional soldier of stern character but ex- 
tremely kind heart, whom no one can know without 
liking. One might disagree with Sir William; but 
one could not dislike him, nor, indeed, his sensible 
and delightful wife. 


Campaign Expenses 


Dr. Graham’s position is also strengthened by 
the fact that neither he nor any member of his team 
receives one penny piece from the campaign, either 

as salary or expenses. Indeed, Dr. Graham’s charit- 
able foundation has, on the contrary, subscribed 
£50,000 towards the expenses. 


In order to avert the slightest criticism, Dr. Gra- 
ham and his team are staying at a somewhat second- 
class hotel, and are depriving themselves of comforts 
with which they ought to be supplied in view of the 
almost intolerable physical strain imposed upon 
them. 


Some W eaknesses 


The weaknesses of the campaign lies in certain 
factors which it is somewhat difficult to pin-point. 
Having attended some twenty meetings, and having 
made personal contact with all the leading mem- 
bers of the team, our correspondent has reached cer- 
tain conclusions :— 


1. Some popular British preachers are jealous; 
the Graham team having achieved what others 
would have wished to achieve themselves. Amongst 
these is Royal-family-baiting Soper. 


2. Some of the Churches which invited Dr. Gra- 
ham and are supposed to support him, although sin- 
cere, lack a sense of urgency. They do not fully 
comprehend the need for dynamic action. 


3. Dr. Graham 1s involved in a world-wide pub- 
licity which pleases him inasmuch as it helps the 
cause to which he is devoted, but seems to disturb 
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YOUR MONEY as a 
GOOD CHRISTIAN 
INVESTMENT 


Whether you give money, securities or property, 
no investment will yield greater returns in peace 
and joy than one made for winning the Southland 
for Christ through the work of Church Extension: 
HOME MISSIONS, NEGRO WORK, RADIO and 
TV, EVANGELISM and CHRISTIAN RELATIONS. 
(Many make Memorial Gifts). 


WRITE TODAY 
| FOR 
COMPREHENSIVE 


BOOKLET 


“Facing the Future 
with Your Money for 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B- Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E. Dept. 3 Atlanta, Ga. 


him in so far as it creates a somewhat worldly at- 
mosphere which he clearly détests. 


He would be relieved of this spiritual disturbance 
if an awakening occurred which swept all person- 
alities aside in its momentum. 


Our correspondent has the feeling that he is, at 
present, imprisoned in a situation which he detests. 
The movement is big enough to make him world 
news—but not powerful enough to loose him from 
its distractions. He would like to be lost in an 
awakening which swept him away in its magnitude 
—leaving only the Churches as news. 


This weakness seems to make him uncomfortable. 
It is to be felt in his meetings. He seems nostalgic 
for the acceptance of the Church, and anxious for 
the oblivion of himself. Yet, his personality is, in 
this phase at least, clearly an essential to his mission. 
But he does not like it. 


+. Neither the Churches nor the new converts 
seem yet to produce the new British leadership which 
is clearly essential. The old guard of evangelistic 
leadership is either over age or lacking in charac- 
ter. Some prominent people have bad personal mor- 
als, which it is hard to believe will ever be overcome. 
Others are stale or lack natural gifts. Nearly all 
are inclined to be suspicious of new entrants. All 
rely far too much on the American team. 
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Impossible To Disapprove 


Despite these weaknesses, it would seem true to 
report that, unless one actively disbelieves in the 
Redemptive dogma of the Christian religion, it is 
impossible to disapprove of Billy Graham’s work 
and methods—because their success is so striking. 


If one disbelieves in the dogma involved, then— 
and perhaps only then—is objection valid. 


The churchman who dislikes modern evangelical- 
ism cannot object if this movement seeks new entry 
to his precise churchmanship—which it does. 


W hat Else Can Be Taught? 


If we object to the dogma, however, we must 
certainly ask what should be taught? Billy Graham 
says “Stop; Look: Listen.” To do so when the 
echoes of an H-bomb explosion linger in our ears, 
does indeed seem common sense; because the Re- 
demptive dogma of the Christian Church includes 
a total design which, if true, explains all, and prom- 
ises an overall solution appointed for a certain 
moment in history which may not lie far distant 
from the scenes of carnage which now perplex and 
distract us all. 


BRITISH PUBLIC OPINION 
BACKGROUND 


Until the new British revolution started, the 
average citizen wanted only ‘to be left in peace. 
No changes of any kind were desired. Consequently, 
Bevan lost ground because he is much too disturb- 
ing. It is very doubtful whether he has improved 
his position by his new challenge to Mr. Attlee. 


This desire for domestic and general peace fa- 
vours the Conservatives. Churchill, who well un- 
derstands this mood, does everything to conciliate it. 


Escape 

The British people wanted to make a separate 
peace with the outside world—peace with Russia 
on her terms; peace with China on hers; peace with 
Europe on its terms; peace with America on hers. 


It wanted no quarrels; no arguments; no disturb- 
ing changes. It wanted to escape. 

The reason for all this was tiredness; the debunk- 
ing of old faiths, beliefs, and convictions; plus a 
purposelessness in life. 


This mood found expression in popular phrases: 
“Couldn’t care less;” “‘so what?’; etc. It found 
expression in all forms of escapism—the newspapers 
that sell; the books that hit the headlines; success- 
ful political slogans, and so on. 


And So To Harringay 


But all this may be about to change; perhaps be- 
cause the British public secretly realizes that it 
cannot contract out of the world struggle; cannot 
make separate peace all round; and that its escap- 
ism does not bring contentment. And so to Har- 
ringay. 
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Many hundreds of thousands now unashamedly 
say they have found a peace there which nothing 
can ever again disturb or destroy. 


If some do not like to search for truth in an 
arena amongst 12,000 people, if some are disin- 
clined to like religion from a popular platform; 
neverthless, the masses can be approached in no 
other way, and even the London Times has inclined 
to conclude that Harringay is both necessary and 
desirable. 


The Choice 


Inasmuch as The Times strongly opposed the 
1859 revival, its attitude now is all the more in- 
teresting and significant. Those who do not like 
public evangelism will doubtless realize that the 
choice lies between allowing the masses to drift 
into almost total paganism, and measures of this 
kind—measures which are, nevertheless, accom- 
panied by considerable safeguards and much dignity. 


— LETTERS — 


An Open Letter 


To All Members Of The Presbyterian 
Church In The United States 


Friends in Christ: 


We who have been privileged to serve as Moder- 
ators of our Church would now call upon its en- 
tire membership to join us in earnest prayer for 
the approaching 94th General Assembly. 


Many difficult problems are before our Church 
for consideration and decision. In the Scriptures 
we are told if we lack wisdom to ask of God who 
gives to all men liberally, and it shall be given us. 
We are also told to ask in faith, nothing wavering. 


First, let us pray that the Holy Spirit may have 
complete control of our own minds and _ hearts. 
Then let us pray that all the commissioners to the 


1954 General Assembly may be given grace and 


understanding for their serious responsibility. May 
God’s will prevail in all the Assembly deliberations, 
both in the Christian atmosphere that pervades them 
and in the actual results that are achieved. 


The magnitude of the issues that confront our 
Church today—especially the proposed union with 
other Presbyterian bodies—makes it imperative that 
we seek to discover and to follow God’s leading. 
What does He want us to do? Do we have the 
courage to obey? The discerning and acceptance of 
His will is far more important than the vindication 
of any private judgments or personal biases. 


Men of earnest faith and strong character wi!) 
be found on different sides of debated questions. 
Let us remember that unity of spirit can exist even 
where there is difference of opinion. Christian love 
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demands that we grant to others the same right to 
personal conviction that we exercise ourselves. 
Words unwisely or hastily spoken or written make 
it more difficult to realize that kindness and gener- 
osity in discussion which honors our Lord. And 
questioning the motives of Christian brethren is 
certainly foreign to the genius of our faith and the 
best tradition of our Church. Ephesians 4:15-16. 


Only as we confess our sins and rededicate our- 
selves to God and His holy purpose can we expect 
to receive His guidance and blessing. However the 
voting goes in the General Assembly, may our 
whole Church experience a great revival of faith 
and love, witnessing and prayer, a rumen of new 
spiritual power. 


We invite you all to unite with us in daily and 
fervent petitions to Almighty God, that His per- 
fect will may be done in the transactions of our 
highest church court, and that in all things Christ 
may have the pre-eminence. 


Faithfully yours, 


Walter L. Lingle 
(Moderator of 1920 General Assembly ) 


Samuel H. Sibley 
(Moderator of 1934 General Assembly ) 


P. Frank Price 
(Moderator of 1936 General Assembly ) 


F. C. Brown 
(Moderator of 1940 General Assembly ) 


Charles E. Diehl 
(Moderator of 1941 General Assembly) 


Donald W. Richardson 
(Moderator of 1943 General Assembly ) 


C. L. King 
(Moderator of 1944 General Assembly ) 


J. B. Green 
(Moderator of 1946 General Assembly ) 


J. R. Cunningham 
(Moderator of 1947 General Assembly ) 


Darby Fulton 
(Moderator of 1948 General Assembly ) 


W. E. Price 
(Moderator of 1949 General Assembly) 


Ben R. Lacy 
(Moderator of 1950 General Assembly) 


J. R. McCain 
(Moderator of 1951 General Assembly) 


W. A. Alexander 
(Moderator of 1952 General Assembly) 


Frank W. Price 
(Moderator of 1953 General Assembly) 
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THE MONTREAT STORY 
COME UP TO WORSHIP — GO TO SERVE 


From the Forty-Seven Conferences of 1954: 
More than 30,000 people will return to 
their Homes and Churches 


NSPIRIT SE 
PIRITUALLY STRENGTHEN 


By Its 
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
INSPIRING CONFERENCES & SPIRITUAL LEADERS 
SUPERB BEAUTY & GLORIOUS MOUNTAINS 
REFRESHING RECREATIONAL PROGRAM 
INEXPENSIVE ACCOMMODATIONS 


Montreat Hopes To Be Remembered In The 
! Devotions Of Its Friends 


Montreat Day Is An Appointed Time For Special Prayer 
MONTREAT SUNDAY — MAY 30 


Will You Not Take A Special Offering 
For Its Urgent Needs? 
The One Opportunity Of The Year For Such Help 
J. Rupert McGregor, Pres. — Montreat, N. C. 
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From “Mr. and Mrs” in Virginia: 


Enclosed check for renewal. We do not want to 
miss a number. And let us say we think you are 
doing a good job against this (proposed) union. We 
hope and pray that our Southern Presbyterian 
Church may hold fast to its own, and not be swal- 
lowed up in something that certainly cannot do us 
any good, and may cause such a split as to be re- 
grettable in the future. 


From a grateful West Virginia Elder: 


Thanks to you and your staff and friends for 


making the Journal such a wonderful publication. 


If I can serve you in any way please command me. 
From a Presbyterian U.S.A. Minister in Iowa: 


Enclosed find check for renewal. We appreciate 
the Journal for its firm stand on the tenets of the 
Christian Gospel. If these fundamental teachings of 
Scripture are discarded, then there is nothing left 


_ but chaos and despair. A social Gospel cannot save. 


From a North Carolina “elect lady”: 


Enclosed find $2.50 for renewal of my subscrip- 
tion to the Journal. “The constant dripping of 
water wears away a stone.” Keep “plugging” for 
non-union with the Presbyterian Church U. S. A. 
so long as it tolerates such flagrant modernism. 
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ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 59 
This Generation Could ... IF ... ! 


Our older Presbyterian men will recall very 
vividly “The Laymen’s Missionary Movement,” 
back in the ’teens of the present century, under the 
able leadership of Charles A. Rowland, J. Park 
McCallie, Alf D. Mason, A. J. A. Alexander, J. 
Fred Johnson, Wm. J. Martin, J. D. Eggleston, 
H. C. Ostrom, H. B. Arbuckle, Marion McH. 
Hull, Chas. M. Norfleet, Walter H. Robertson, 
J. Leighton Stuart, Lacy I. Moffett, J. Fairman 
Preston, and others. They will recall five great 
conventions held for the purpose of arousing our 
Southern Presbyterian Church to a new and larger 
conception of her missionary task in the world, the 
conventions being held in Birmingham in_ 1909, 
Chattanooga in 1912, Memphis in 1913, Charlotte 
and Dallas in 1915. Attendance at the Charlotte 
convention was nearly 4,000, the largest missionary 
convention ever held by a single denomination. 
They will recall even vet with a thrill the stirring 
addresses made by Drs. Wm. Ray Dobyns (“‘As- 
So”), Egbert W. Smith, J. O. Reavis, Homer Mac- 
Millan, and speaker friends from other denomina- 
tions like J. Campbell White, Fred C. MacMil- 
lan, Wm. E. Doughty, George Innes and Phil 
Shanks. Many of these have gone to their eternal 
reward in Glory, but the Laymen’s Missionary 
Movement of 40 years ago served a great purpose 
and left its indelible stamp of missionary zeal upon 
our beloved Church, a zeal which has continued to 
glow to the salvation of many many thousands both 
at home and abroad. As a direct result of the L. 
M. M.’s activities our gifts to missions increased 
(an estimated) 57°,, lifting us out of the few 
hundred thousands into the million dollar bracket. 
Many churches for the first time took on the whole 


support of one or more missionaries. A vast amount. 


of informing and inspirational literature was dis- 
tributed throughout the church and we emerged as 
a leading denomination in the world of missions. 


These reminiscences have been evoked by the pres- 
ent planning in the Division of Evangelism Depart- 
ment (341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., Atlanta, Ga.) 
for an Assembly wide campaign in Evangelism, to 
be in full force by 1955; and also by letters which 
have come to the writer during the past week from 
two of the old “war horses’ who served us so well 
in the L. M. M. 40 years ago, namely, Fred C. 
MacMillan, now living in: Kansas City, Mo., and 
J. Campbell White, residing in Mansfield, Ohio. 
Both these octogenarians are still active in personal 
evangelism (and | mean active) losing no oppor- 
tunity to witness to the saving and keeping power 
of Jesus Christ to the “prospects” with whom they 
come in touch. Nor do they write a letter without 
enclosing an evangelistic tract which goes right to 
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the heart and core of the matter. A sentence uttered 
in one of Dr. Campbell White’s addresses to the 
L. M. M. can never be forgotten: “If you are no: 
building your life in the will of God, Jesus Chris: 
is losing!” Fred MacMillan electrified the conven- 
tions with his life story and incidents in his per- 
sonal work. Wm. E. Doughty, a Phil Rizzuto short- 
stop of a man, brought the convention to its feet 
with fresh purpose and zeal in life commitment. 


As pertinent to the Evangelistic campaign now 
being planned, here follows three paragraphs from 
Dr. Campbell White’s letter above referred to: 


“If habitual personal witnessing to what Christ 
has done for us can become the chief recognized 
method by which the community and the world 
are to be reached for Christ, this generation may 
vet see the world filled with the knowledge of how 


to find life in Christ. There are over fifty millions | 


of Protestant Church members in America alone. 
If there are one million who, by personal witnessing, 
will bring one other person each year into the fel- 
lowship of Christ, and those thus won to him do the 
same, in twelve years each person in the world 
would have the knowledge of the gospel. 


‘To be effective in this work, one further word 
of Christ should be followed. ‘If two of you agree 
on earth about anything they ask, it will be done 
for them by my Father in heaven. For where two or 
three are gathered in my name, there am [| in the 
midst of them.’ Matt. 18:19-20. It is of real im- 
portance that these small groups of personal wit- 
nesses meet together at stated intervals, to share 
each others experiences, and agree together on ob- 
jects of united prayer. 


‘About one half of the children of America are 
not in Sunday School. Presumably, most of them 
are not being taught how to pray. How can they 
be expected to meet their temptations successfully 
under these conditions? Even children three years 
old can be taught to pray successfully. Neighbor- 
hood groups of children, including pre-school chil- 
dren, can be brought together, and led into a vital 
Christian experience. Can we not all be on the 
lookout for such children in our own neighborhoods, 
and try to get them together for such instruction ? 
If the children are won, it opens wide the door to 
reach their parents also.”’ 


See one of Wm. E. Doughty’s impelling perora- 
tions on front cover. 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR MAY 30 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Elisha Reveals §; piritual Resources 


Background Scripture: II Kings 4:9-37; 
6:8-23. Devotional Reading: Psalms 125. 


The contrast between Elijah and Elisha is very similar to that between John the Baptist and Jesus Christ. 
John came in the spirit and power of Elijah, to prepare the way for the Saviour. His mission was to arouse 
the people to a sense of sin and need for repentance: to fill up the low places, level off the high places, and 
make straight the crooked places. The Mission of Jesus, while including repentance, was a mission of teach- 
ing, preaching, healing; filled with many miracles. He stated it in His first sermon at Nazareth: “The Spirit 


of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed 
me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent 
me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliverance 
to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach 
the acceptable year of the Lord.” ‘‘He shall not 
strive, nor cry; neither shall any man hear his voice 
in the streets. A bruised reed shall he not break, and 
smoking flax he will not quench, till he send forth 
judgment unto victory.” 


We are struck with this difference in the two 
prophets, but we must not criticize the work of one 
to the disparaging of the other. God needs different 
tvpes of messengers; He makes them differ in their 
personality and message. I saw this illustrated in 
Lynchburg. Billy Sunday held a meeting in that 
city and did a tremendous amount of good. The 
following year ‘Quiet Talks Gordon” came. He 
was as different from Billy Sunday as Elisha was 
from Elijah, but he also did a fine work. God needs 
and uses all types of messengers. 


Elijah has been commissioned to anoint Elisha 
to take his place. (See I Kings 19:16, and 19-21) 
Elisha was a farmer, and Elijah finds him in the 
held plowing. He leaves his farm and follows Eli- 
jah. When the older prophet is taken up to heaven 
in a chariot of fire his mantle falls upon the younger 
man and he becomes the head of the prophets and 
begins his ministry of kindness and service; a minis- 
try that abounds in miracles. The two selected for 
our study reveal the ‘Spiritual Resources” which 
may become ours through prayer. The unseen and 
eternal things are very evident in the experiences of 
this man of God. We, today, have the same re- 
sources, 1f we will by faith lay hold upon them. 


Psalms 125 has one verse especially which forms 
a good introduction to our study: “As the moun- 
tains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is 
round about his people from henceforth even for 
ever.’ In these days when the forces of evil are so 
strong and so active, overwhelmingly strong at 
times, it seems, let us not forget the encircling and 
protecting mountains. We are not alone or helpless; 
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all the power of God is ours through prayer and 
faith, A man was in a storm at sea and fear had 
taken possession of many hearts. “Just think,” said 
one, “there is nothing between us and a watery 
grave but an inch or two of steel.”’ ““Nothing but 
the Everlasting Arms,” replied the Christian. In 
the storm which is rocking the world, let us remem- 
ber our spiritual resources: let us remember the 
mountains round about Jerusalem; let us rest our- 
selves in the Everlasting Arms. 


I. Elisha, and the Great Woman of Shunem: 


Il Kings +:4-37. 
1. Her Hospitality and Reward. 


In his journeys from place to place Elisha came 
often to Shunem where there was a “great woman.” 
She was not only great in the usual meaning of 
that term, but she had a great heart and great faith. 
She prepared a room on the wall and furnished it 
simply, so that Elisha could make it his regular 
abode when he came that way. All of us have heard 
of ‘The Prophet’s Chamber,” and all know of 
homes where preachers are welcomed and enter- 
tained. One of the blessings which we have largely 
lost in these days of hurry and strain is this sort of 
entertainment. Usually when noted speakers come 
for a series of lectures they are sent to a hotel. I 
heard one once in Mooresville who expressed his 
deep appreciation of the local preacher having him 
as a guest in his home. When we went to Presby- 
tery in our buggies, or on the train, and stayed 
several days and nights, the ministers and elders 
were entertained in the homes of the congregation. 
There we had splendid Christian fellowship and 
made personal friends. Such a meeting was long 
remembered. The Moderator would stay over and 
preach for the pastor of the church. We miss a 
great deal these days when we have our meetings 
of Presbytery. I do not wish to go back to the 
“Horse and Buggy Lz,.” of our fathers, but I do 
feel sometimes that we have lost more than we 
have gained by many of our modern inventions. 
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Elisha did not have to worry with the expense and 
danger of an automobile; and he did have time to 
rest in the Prophet’s Room; and his presence did 
bring a blessing into the home of the “‘great woman 
of Shunem.”’ 


He naturally feels under obligation to his kind 
and thoughtful hostess and asks what he can do 
for her. Would she like to be spoken of to the king, 
or to the captain of the host? (This was no idle 
boast on the part of Elisha; the prophet could have 
asked for almost anything from either the king or 
captain, for he was a national figure). She proudly 
answered, “I dwell among my own people.” Then 
Gehazi, Elisha’s servant suggests the one great de- 
sire of this woman for a child. Elisha calls her and 
promises that she will have a child. We can easily 
imagine the joy in this home when the child is born. 


2. Her Deep Sorrow. 


The child grew up, but one day while in the 
harvest field with his father he complained of his 
head. They take him to his mother. He sat upon 
her knees until noon, and then died. In her sorrow 
she immediately thinks of her prophet friend. One 
of the rewards of a true minister is that people 
come to him in their griefs and trouble. 


I want us to stop a moment and think about the 
question which Gehazi was instructed to ask her: 
“Is it well with thee? Is it well with thy husband? 
Is it well with the child? Can we not transfer this 
question—or these questions—to our day, and ask 
them of each husband and wife; every father and 
mother: Is it well with thee? Is it well with thy 
husband (or wife)? Is it well with the child? 
Would these not be timely and _heart-searching 
questions for every home in America? 


She answered, It is well. She was not to be satis- 
fied with a mere servant, however, but went on to 
Elisha. Perhaps her faith was strong enough to 
make her realize that ‘“‘it was well with her child.” 
She goes to the prophet and “caught him by his 
feet.’” He realized then that she is in trouble which 
has not been revealed to him. When she tells him, 
he dispatches his servant with orders to lay his 
staff on the face of the child. She is not yet satisfied, 
and says, “As the Lord liveth, and as thy soul liveth, 
I will not leave thee.’”” He goes with her to the 
- home, and her son is restored to life. 


Let us notice the difference between this mir- 
acle and the miracles of Jesus. Elisha performed 
his mighty works through the power of God. He 
drew from the Almighty Resources of God. Jesus 
as the Son of God, raises whom He will; He has 
the power in Himself; He and the Father are one, 
and work together. The difference is between a 
servant and a Son. | 


II. Elisha and the King of Syria: 
II Kings 6:8-23. 


Both Elijah and Elisha had much to do with 
kings. Elijah was used to rebuke and warn Ahab 
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and Jezebel. This was part of his duty as a true 
prophet of the Lord. Elisha was used to help and 
teach the King of Israel, and to frustrate the plans 
of the king of Syria. 


There was war between Syria and Israel. The 
king of Syria found out that his secret plans were 
being made known to the king of Israel so that he 
was foiled in his attempts to set an ambush and 
take the King of Israel by surprise. At first he 
thought that there must be a traitor in his own 
camp who was giving information to his enemies. 
When he enquired of his own men, one of his ser- 
vants spoke up and said that there was no traitor 
in his own army, but that Elisha was revealing to 
the king of Israel what the king of Syria was plan- 
ning in secret: “the words that thou speakest in 


thy bed-chamber.” 


The Syrian king very naturally wanted to cap- 
ture such a man. They find out that he is in Dothan 
and immediately send a host of horses and chariots 
to lay hold upon the prophet. When the servant of 
Elisha awoke he was greatly alarmed to see that 
the hill was surrounded by an army, and cried out: 
Alas, my master, what shall we do? Elisha’s reply 
and prayer teach us a great truth; that the spiritual 
resources of every child of God are greater than 
all the forces which may combine against him. This 
is a fact that we are all too prone to forget, or 
overlook. We see, for instance, the great Commun- 
ist movement, which threatens to engulf the world. 
We view with justifiable alarm its rapid spread, its 
shrewd tactics, its insidious propaganda, and we 
are apt to cry out, Alas, What shall we do? How 
are the Christian forces to overcome such a power- 
ful enemy? How are those who love truth and free- 
dom to stem the tide of falsehood and enslavement 
which seems to be on the verge of overwhelming 
the world? 


It is of vital importance to remember the words 
of Elisha: Fear not: for they that be with us are 
morg than they that be against us. We, too, should 
make for ourselves, and other fearful ones, the 
prayer: “Lord, I pray thee, open his eyes.’’ When 
the servant's eyes were opened he saw ‘and behold 
the mountain was full of horses and chariots of 
fire round about Elisha.” If we had eyes to see. 
God's people are always surrounded by horses and 
chariots of fire. 


We get a second, and rather unusual lesson, from 
this incident. In answer to Elisha’s prayer, the army 
of the Syrians is smitten with blindness and they 
are led by the prophet into the city of Samaria 


where they are at the mercy of the king of Israel. 


He asks Elisha, My father, shall I smite them? No. 
said the prophet, feed them, and send them home. 
This unusual “retaliatory” measure reminds us of 
what Paul says in Romans 12:20, 21: Therefore if 
thine enemy hunger feed him; if he thirst, give 


him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of ' 
fire on his head: it worked in this case, and the 


bands of Syria came no more into the land of Israel 
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YOUNG PEOPLE’S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 30 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


Seeds Of Peace 


DEVOTIONAL: 


Hymn: “Peace, Perfect Peace, In This Dark 
World Of Sin” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Romans 5:1-11 

Hymn: ‘Dear Lord And Father Of Mankind” 

Offering 

Hymn: “In The Cross Of Christ I Glory” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


(Again we are offering suggestions for you, and 
the others who help you with the program, to put 
into your own words. We believe the program will 
be more meaningful to you and to those who hear, 
if the ideas are presented in your own words and 
your own way.) 


Sometimes in discussions of peace we get the — 


idea that individual, personal peace is one thing, 
and that international peace is quite another. Most 
Christians believe that all real peace comes from 
God, and that the difference between personal and 
international peace is mainly a matter of quantity. 
Point out that God’s peace is real and permanent. 
Remind your hearers that what we sometimes call 
peace is not really peace at all it is just a short 


rest, by mutual agreement, between the hostilities. 


There is a great deal of difference between an un- 
easy armistice and the permanent peace of God. 

Most Christians also’ believe that men. cannot 
very well lead the nations, to peace until they first 
know personal peace in their own lives. This per- 
sonal peace is the gift of God, according to Scrip- 
ture, and is enjoyed by those who are rightly re- 
lated to Him. The speakers will show why both 
men and nations have lost their peace and how 
peace has been secured and may be restored. 


First Speaker: 


It is your responsibility to show that the pres- 
ence of sin among us has destroyed our peace. In 
the beginning the creation was in harmony with 
its Creator, but the entrance of sin into the crea- 
tion means that the creatures have become the 
enemies of God, the creator. Romans 8:7. We can 
have no peace with ourselves, or with each other, 
or with God until the power and effects of sin are 
overcome in our lives. Give some specific examples 
of where sin in the life of an individual has de- 
stroyed his peace. Show how sin in the life of a 
nation can destroy the peace of the nation. 


Second Speaker: 


You are to show that the only basis for real and 
permanent peace is to be found in the redeeming 
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work of Christ. If sin is the enemy, the destroyer of 
peace, then Christ made our peace possible when 
He overcame the power of sin. How did Christ 
overcome the power of sin? Being altogether sin- 
less Himself, He became responsible for our sin, 
and since we were due to die as punishment for*our 
sin, He died in our place. II Cor. 5:21. Those who 
accept by faith the release from sin which Christ 
provides and the righteousness which He gives us in 
place of our sin, are acceptable in the presence of 
God. We can be in the right relation to God, and 
that means that we automatically have peace in our 
hearts. Tell of some specific person, without using 
his name, who really found peace by believing in 
Christ as his Saviour from sin. How do you think 
Christ’s death and resurrection serve as the basis 
for international peace? 


Third Speaker: 


It is your place to show what part Christians © 
can have in’ bringing peace to individuals and to 
nations. Since the Gospel is the good news about 
Christ, and since Christ is the way to peace, then 
those who publish the Gospel are sowing the seeds 
of peace. Tell how peace came to an individual or 
a home because someone told them the Gospel. 
What effect does knowing the Gospel have on the 
life and peace of a nation? 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


No one is really satished with the kind of com- 
promise, uneasy peace that we know between na- 
tion and nation today. We ought to realize that 
there is no short-cut to real peace, the peace of God. 
The only way this permanent peace can be realized 
is by the whole world, person by person, receiving 
the salvation of Christ from sin. Let us pray that 
all the members of the World Council of Churches 
will come to rededicate themselves to publishing 
the Gospel to the lost people of the world. This is 
the only sure way to sow the seeds of peace. 


LIQUOR 


Movement To Halt Sales 


Of Pernicious Literature 


The House Interstate and Foreign Commerce 
Committee has granted a hearing on the Bryson Bill 
(H.R.1227) for May 19-20-21, 1954, in the House 
Interstate and Foreign Commerce Committee Room 
3—on the third floor of the House Office Building. 
This bill would prevent transportation in Interstate 


PAGE 15 


; 
4 
r @ 
q 
} 
@ 
4 
| 
| 
r 
> 
a 
| 
4 | 
~ 
3 
4 
4 


Commerce of magazines and periodicals, carrying 
such offensive advertising as the Home Life in 
America Series of beer ads, one of whose latest 
atrocities was “Mother’s Night Off,” with the 
family serving the dinner and a bottle and glass of 
beer at mother’s place. 


The prospectus of the United States Brewers 
Foundation for 1948, about the time this series was 
being started, rejoicing over its acceptance by Mc- 
Call’s, frankly states: 


“Further, because McCall’s contains so many 

‘ pages of food advertising, it will help to asso- 

ciate beer and ale with food in the minds of its 

women readers who are the shoppers for the 
home.” 


One result of beer going into the home was brought 
out in testimony before the Senate Judiciary Sub- 
committee on Juvenile Delinquency when a Har- 
_vard professor and his wife who have made a study 
of juvenile delinquency, of 500 families of delin- 
quents and 500 of non-delinquents in the same 
underprivileged surroundings, testified to the effect 
that one difference between delinquent and non- 
delinquent homes was that in the homes of delin- 
quents “a high proportion of the mothers drank to 
excess and 62 percent of the fathers.” 


It would also take alcoholic beverage ads off the 
air, so that our children would cease singing, “It’s 


Blatz, Blatz, Blatz wherever you go,” and asking 
for that good Blue Ribbon Beer. 


Why I Quit Liquor Drinking 


By Channing Brewster 


‘My abstinence was self-imposed. No public dis- 
grace drove me to repentance. I took no pledge. I 
simply considered the problem in its totality and 
made my decision. 


Considering the over-all picture, I had to admit 
that drinking, as a contribution to the: enjoyment 
of life, was for me a bust. It cost a lot of money, 
even though I was no big operator. But I was 
spending at least a dollar a day for drink. Thirty 
dollars a month is a very substantial fraction of a 
middle-bracket income. 


On a level of greater significance, I said thumbs 
down to liquor because I was kidding myself about 
it. I lacked classic excuse of the alcoholic—I was 
not escaping from anything. My life contains no 
deep maladjustments. My excuse was the usual 
defense of the moderate drinker: I was tired and 
tense. 


But I have found during the past year that I 
am not so tired that a brisk walk or an hour’s work- 
out on the school grounds with my son’s four-man 
baseball team won’t untire me. Alcohol gave me a 
lift and then let me go, and I was tired-er and 
duller than before. 
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For the true enjoyment of life, I find a muddled 
head is no asset. I want to grasp the quality of an 
experience or the meaning of an idea in its natural 
state, not refracted through the obfuscating haze 
of a pint of liquor. 


| Why did I give up drink? Above all because | 


resented its power over me. Yes, I was a moderate 


_ drinker. I did not crave drink. Yet liquor was my 


master. One or two drinks make me see the world 
as the world is not. 


I guess it was really pride that put me on the 
water wagon. I have the reputation of being “in- 
dependent.” I resist vigorously even fancied at- 
tempts to boss me around. Yet liquor was acting 
as my boss. I didn’t like the idea of not being my 
own master. — From the Ontario Temperance 
Federation. 


Women’s Work 


The Christian’s 
Privilege 


A genuine Christian is the most God-like being 
on earth. To produce a Christian is the greatest 
privilege in the world. Christ-likeness does not con- 


what a person is and does. It is a serftous error to 
put principle over against service. 


A Christian reaches up to God and out towards 
his fellowmen. It is of the utmost importance to 
keep both of these elements in full and constant 
view. A Christian is like Christ and works like 
Christ. The most distinctive act of Christ when 
on earth was the salvation of men and women from 
sin. It is his distinctive work in glory. True: He 
was a social reformer, but his plan is to save society 
by saving individual men and women. He begins 
with their souls, but ends with the redemption of 
the whole man. Here, then, is the Christian’s su- 
preme duty and most exalted privilege. It is to 
win men to the acknowledgment of Jesus Christ as 
Saviour and Lord and to introduce them into his 
service. 


Whatever of Bible study and teaching, of prayer, 
of missionary work, of social service a man may 
do, if he leaves undone the winning of people to 
Christ he has failed to do the most distinctive 
work of a Christian, to enter into the enjoyment 
of this supreme privilege. The recognition of this 
great trust needs to be burned into our very souls. 


Do you want to do the one thing that is dis- 
tinctively Christian? Then win people to Christ. 
Do you want to stamp out sin from the world? 
Then win souls. Are you interested in making good- 
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ness abound everywhere? Then lead men to Christ. 
Do you desire to be a builder of human welfare, a 
real constructive force in society? Then bring men 
to Christ. Do you really long to make men happy? 
Then acquaint them with Jesus. Do youe desire, 
above all else, to honor the great and good God? 
Then tell people of Christ. Are there not times 
when, your soul aflame with devotion to Jesus 
Christ, you really long to show your allegiance to 
hin? Then at once lay hold upon men, upon women, 
upon children, and with irresistible love compel 
them to surrender to him. 


God the Father awaits to bless you. God the Son 
yearns for your fellowship in the concern of his soul 
for people. God the Holy Spirit stands ready to 
clothe you with power. Do not delay. Enter now 
into the greatest privilege in the world.—Adapted. 


The Hidden Life 


‘For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ 
in God.”—Colossians 3:3. 


Two trees stood side by side in an orchard. The 
one gave every sign of health and was laden with 
ripe and luscious fruit. The other had many sear 
and yellow leaves, and its fruit was sickly and im- 
perfect. The difference between the two was simply 
this: —The one was sound at the roots, the other 
was not. The root, though unseen, tells the story 
of the tree’s state of health. 


So is it with the Christian. What determines his 
state of health is the soundness, or unsoundness, of 
his hidden, or inner life. And that simply raises the 
question: How does he stand related to Christ? 
Does he own Him as his Lord and Master? Has 
he found in Him an answer to his longings and his 
prayers? Is he in real union and fellowship with 
Him? Can he say of Him, ‘He is mine and I am 
His?” Does he love Christ, and does he love the 
things Christ loves? Have his affections changed 
from attachment to things earthly, sinful and per- 
ishable, to things heavenly, and holy and abiding? 


If he is rightly related to Christ, he is sound and 
healthy at the roots; for in Christ alone do we at- 
tain to newness of life, and in Him are our lives 
hid, just as living seed is hid in the ground as it 
‘ Issues into life and fruit. 


Dwell Thou richly within me, Lord Jesus, 
that I may be partaker of Thy life, and grow 
into spiritual loveliness and beauty like unto 
that which was Thine. May Thy Holy Spirit 
make me beautiful within, so that my outer life 

may become a copy of Thine own. In Thine 
own name, Amen.—Selected. 


“Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself 
for it; that He might sanctify and cleanse it with 
washing of water by the word, that He might pre- 
sent it to Himself a glorious church, not having 
spot, or wrinkle, or anything; but that it should 
be holy and without blemish.” Ephesians 5:25-27. 
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Mother Of The Year 


CoL_umBus, Ga. — An active laywoman in the 
First Presbyterian Church here, and mother of a 
Presbyterian minister, has been named as America’s 
“Mother of the Year.”” Mrs. Love McDuffie Tol- 
bert of Columbus, Muscogee County school. libra- 


rian and former member of the Georgia Legisla- 


ture, was made the nation’s “Mother of the Year” 
according to official announcement April 27. Mrs. 
Tolbert has been active in church and civic affairs 
for a number of years. 


Shortly after the announcement was made a mem- 
ber of the committee said of the winner, “‘Here is 
a mother who is a real, living example to mothers 
today. A mother’s devotion and a home like hers 
for every family in America could wipe out juve- 
nile delinquency completely.”” Mrs. Tolbert is the 
mother of five sons. Her husband, Wheeler Howard 
Tolbert is a traveling salesman and an elder of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Columbus. 


She was selected by the American Mothers Com- 
mittee of the Golden Rule Foundation. Nominees 
were from many states and U. S. territories. The 
national committee will present the award at its 
annual banquet May 7, at the Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel in New York. 


Mrs. Tolbert is the daughter of the late Dr. 
and Mrs. J. H. McDuffie of Columbus. She is a 
graduate of Converse College, Spartanburg, S. C., 
where she earned Phi Beta Kappa honors. - 


One Million Tracts Per Month | 


Despite the fact that THE AMERICAN ‘TRACT 
Society has completed its greatest year in its 128- 
year-old history, their 1953 production schedule of 
one million tracts per month falls far short of the 
great need represented around the world. From all 
corners of the earth eager hands are outstretched 
pleading: ‘“‘Give us to eat of the bread of life.” 


“‘We have the message,” said Henry G. Perry, 
the Society’s Executive Secretary, “but we must de- 
pend upon Christians everywhere to underwrite our 
ministry financially. Someone must pay for the print- 
ing and publishing of the good news of salvation 
through Jesus Christ in tract form. It stands to rea- 
son that the unsaved will not; thus the responsibility 


rests upon those who know the Lord.” 


The Society is raising its sights in an effort to far 
exceed the twelve and one-half million tracts circu- 
lated last year. Letters received during the past year 
from those won to Christ, and Christians strength- 
ened in the Lord through American Tract Society 
material is a living challenge to press forward with 
all their resources to ATTRACT the world to Christ. 
New leaflets just off the press include: 


He Ever Livetu. By Dr. Keith L. Brooks, is a 
tract which should be widely distributed during the 
Easter Season. Beautifully illustrated with an open 
Bible and Easter lilies, the leaflet asks and answers 
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the question: “Suppose that the silence of the tomb 
in which Jesus Christ, the crucified Saviour, was 
laid had never to this hour been broken!”’ 


Witt Curist Return? Answers by Scripture 
such question as: ‘““Were two comings of Christ 
prophesied?” “Did Jesus promise to return?” “How 
will He come?” etc. Written by Dr. David J. Fant, 
author of several of the Society’s most popular leaf- 
lets, it fills a real need for a short treatise on this 
important subject. i 


Lire’s Most AMAzinc Fact! Is a brief testi- 
mony of the love of God, revealing that even though 
He knows ail about us, He loves us just the same. 
It was written by a prominent business man, Waldo 
Yeager, President of the Cortland Produce Com- 
pany and a Director of the Christian Business Men’s 
Committee International. 


I Like It BEcAuse ... By Edwin Raymond An- 
derson, cleverly uses the familiar words of many ad- 
vertising schemes to “fill in the blank spaces and 
win an award.” A four-page gospel leaflet for gen- 
eral distribution, it should prove popular and useful. 


HippEN Huncker. By R. C. Logefeil, M.D., con- 
tains the personal testimony of the Doctor, along 
with a challenge to those who are unsaved to accept 
Christ in their heart, giving the steps necessary to 
be saved. A man of considerable Christian experi- 
ence, Dr. Logefeil has written a tract which will 
set many hearts thinking about eternal things. 


Sample copies of these and other tracts will be 
sent, without cost, to any writing THE AMERICAN 
Tract Society, 21 West Forty-Sixth Street, New 
York 36, N. Y. : 


I Will Serve You 
All Your Days 


“T am here because you erected me. You built me 
because you knew that your life would be in- 
complete—that it would not be full—without me. 


“But I am not here simply to adorn. I am here to 
serve. 


“Your children and growing youth come to me to 
be taught the ways of honesty, industry, morality 
and religion. 


“Your brides and grooms come to my altars that 


their wedlock may be hallowed and sweetened by 


divine blessings. 


“I comfort your sick and sorrowing. I bury your 
dead and offer rest and solace to the weary. 


“Pardon and peace are my boon to the sin- 
burdened soul, and my message of mercy brings new 
life. To your aged I give courage and quiet, and 
cause their children to call them blessed. My doors 
spring open to all—sick, poor, bond, and free. My 
pulpit rings out the message of good-will to men, of 
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peace and pardon and a Saviour’s love to all. I teach 
you the way of life, and guide you on the road to 
heaven. 3 


“Come, worship with me, and support me, and [| 
will serve you all your days.” —Selected. 


Church News 


The Rev. James J. Alexander of Birmingham, 
Regional Director of Christian Education for the 
Synods of Alabama and Tennessee, has accepted 
a call to become an assistant in the Division of 
Negro Work, Board of Church Extension, effective 


July 1. i 


The General Fund And- 
Interchurch Agencies 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS 
Jan. 1 - Apr. 30, 1954 
The General Fund 


Budget for 1954 $716,899.00 
Receipts to Date 95,507.86 
Percentage of Annual Budget Re- 
ceived to Date 13.32 
Balance Needed for the Year 621,391.14 
Interchurch Agencies 


Budget for 1954 
Receipts to Date 
Percentage of Annual Budget Re- 

ceived to Date 14.99 
Balance Needed for the Year 18,701.19 


Total Number of Communicants -........ 756,884 
Total Number of Ministers 3,069 


E. C. Scott, Treasurer. 


3,298.81 
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World Missions Receipts 


Budget for 1954 $ 2,874,900.00 
Receipts to Date 705,382.57 
Percentage of Annual Budget Re- 

ceived to Date 24.53 


Balance Needed for the Year .......... -2,169,517.43 


A Correction 


In the Church News column, Journal issue of 
April 14, giving account of Rev. Wm. J. Stanway’s 
call to the pastorate of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Hattiesburg, Mississippi, Faith Seminary 
was erroneously given as his alma mater. Mr. Stan- 
way is a graduate of Westminster Seminary, of 
Philadelphia. 


Columbia Seminary 


Dr. Claude F. A. Schaeffer, M.A., D.Litt., of 
Seine et Oise, France, Professor at the College de 
France and the Ecole du Louvre, member of the 
French Academy, Director at the National Center 
of Scientific Research, Paris, and Field Director of 
the French Expedition to Ras Shamra, will deliver 
the Smyth Lectures at Columbia Theological Sem- 
inary May 17-22, 1954. The titles of Dr. Schaeffer’s 
six lectures in the field of archaeology will be as 
follows: 


I. Digging in the Near East: Why, Where, 
How. Ras Shamra—Cyprus—Malatya. 


II. Ugarit, a north Canaanite city. 


III. Ugarit and the History of the Near East 
during the 2nd millennium B. C. 


IV. The Palace of Ugarit and its cuneiform 
archives. 


V. The Temples and the Pantheon of Ugarit. 


VI. Poetic and Religious texts from Ugarit. 


Dr. Schaeffer will lecture in the chapel of Co- 
lumbia Seminary at 8:00 o’clock each evening from 
Monday, May 17 through Friday, May 21, in- 
clusive and his final address will be delivered on 
Saturday morning, May 22 at 9:30 a.m. 


An additional lecturer during the week will be 
Dr. James I. McCord, Professor of Systematic 
Theology and Dean of the Austin Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary, Austin, Texas. The general 
theme of Dr. McCord’s lectures will be ‘The 
Grace of God,” which will be discussed under the 
following five headings: 


The Grace of God in History. ‘ 
The Grace of God in the Incarnation. 
The Grace of God in Predestination. 
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The’ Grace of God, Common and Providential. 
The Grace of God in the New Community. 


Dr. McCord’s lectures will be delivered in the 
seminary chapel at 11:00 o'clock each morning from 


Tuesday, May 18, through Saturday, May 22. 


The annual luncheon meeting of the Alumni As- 
sociation of Columbia Theological Seminary will 
be held in the dining room of the Decatur institu- 
tion en Tuesday, May 18, at 1:00 P.M. Dr. Harry 
K. Holland, pastor of the First Presbyterian Church 
of Marietta and President of the Alumni Associa- 
tion, will preside. ‘The Commencement Exercises 


of the Seminary will be held May 23 and 24. 


—J. McDowell Richards, President, 
Columbia Theological Seminary, 
Decatur, Ga. 


Commencement Exercises At 
Union Theological Seminary 


On Tuesday, May 25, at 11:30 a.m., Union 
Theological Seminary will graduate the largest 
class in her 142 year history. This class graduates 
in the year in which the Seminary has successfully 
completed: a $2,510,000.00 Mid-Century Develop- 
ment Program that there may be more ministers for 
a growing Church. 


The Baccalaureate sermon will be delivered by 
Dr. H. Kerr T aylor, Associate Pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Dallas, Texas. The Com- 
mencement address will be delivered by Dr. Charles 
E. S. Kraemer, member of the Board of Trustees, 
recently elected President of General Assembly’s 
Training School, formerly pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Charlotte, North Carolina. 


In this graduating class there are fifty-nine can- 
didates for the Bachelor of Divinity degree, one 
candidate for a diploma, nine candidates for the 
Master of Theology degree, and eight candidates 
for the Doctor of Theology degree. 


N. C. Synod’s Campaign 


For Home Missions 


RALEIGH, N. C. — The Executive Committee of 
Church Extension of the Presbyterian Synod of 
North Carolina voted unanimously to recommend a 
goal of $2,000,000 for the 1954 Church Extension 
Financial Campaign for Home Missions. More than 
fifty persons, including Committee members, Ex- 
ecutive Secretaries, presidents of the Women-of- 
the Synod, Presbyterials, Men of the Synod and 
Presbyteries, Chairmen of Presbytery Church Ex- 
tension and Home Mission Committees, and others 
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attended an all-day meeting, during which H. F. 
Reinhardt, of the New York firm of Ward, Wells, 
Dreshman, and Reinhardt, addressed the body on 
the merits of the campaign and the chances of suc- 
cess in raising the fund. This is the largest single 
undertaking ever launched by the Synod of North 
- Carolina. Half the funds raised will be used direct- 
ly by the Synod’s Committee and the other half 
will be returned to the Presbyteries proportionately 
to their contributions to the over-all contributions. 


The meeting was presided over by A. E. Gibson, 
Wilmington layman, and Chairman of the Com- 
mittee. A summary of the history of the plans for 
the campaign was given by Dr. Harold J. Dudley, 
Raleigh, General Secretary of the Synod. The 
Rev. Sam M. Inman, pastor of the Selwyn Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, brought in the 
report of the special committee which had been 
named to study the division of the fund. 


‘The campaign will actually be launched January 
1, 1955 and will close sometime during the month 
of May. There are nine Presbyteries in the Synod. 
Recently they reported needs for Home Missions 
in the Synod totalling in excess of $3,000,000. 


Final approval of the campaign, which was en- 
dorsed by the Synod in September, 1953, is antici- 
pated at the 1954 Synod meeting to be held at 
Queens College, Charlotte, July 13-15. By that 
time a lay chairman will have been secured who 
will be co-speaker with Mr. Reinhardt at the Synod 
meeting in connection with the report of the Com- 
mittee. 


South Carolina Presbytery 


South Carolina Presbytery will meet in Stated 
Session on May 25, 1954, at 10:00 A. M., at the 
First Presbyterian Church, Ware Shoals, S. C. Rev. 
‘T. Layton Fraser of Presbyterian College is the 
retiring moderator and will bring the morning 
message. Elder George B. Sheppard of the Wayside 
Church, Laurens is the moderator in nomination. 
Reports will be heard from the permanent com- 
mittees on Church Extension and Christian Educa- 
tion. Candidate French B. O’Shields will be ex- 
amined for licensure and ordination, with a view 
to his accepting a call to become pastor of the Upper 
Long Cane Church. 
| —Roy W. Coker, Stated Clerk. 


Winston-Salem Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Winston-Salem met May 4 
at the First Presbyterian Church, Winston-Salem, 
N. C. The roll call showed an attendance of 23 
ministers and 25 Ruling Elders. The devotional 
service was conducted by the retiring Moderator, 
the Rev. George-Staples. 


The Rev. James B. MacLeod of North Wilkes- 
boro was elected Moderator. The Communion ser- 
mon was preached, at the request of the retiring 
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Moderator, by Candidate James R. Jackson after 
which the Communion Service was conducted by the 
pastor of the First Church, Dr. Julian Lake, as- 
sisted by the Rev. Robert A. White, assistant pastor, 


Candidate James R. Jackson was received by 
transfer from East Hanover Presbytery and ex- 
amined for licensure and ordination. After a most 
satisfactory examination Mr. Jackson was licensed 
to preach the Gospel and a Commission was ap- 
pointed to ordain and install him pastor of the Jef- 


ferson Church, June 13, 1954. 


The resignation of the Rev. W: R. Smith, Jr., 
as Executive Secretary of the Presbytery, a position 
which he has filled with great distinction for the 
past four years, was accepted and he was granted 
permission to accept a call to become the pastor of 
the Reynolda Church. A commission was appointed 
to install Mr. Smith as pastor of the Reynolda 
Church, May 30, 1954. By special invitation his 
son, Rev. W. R. Smith, III, of Athens, Tenn., 


will preach the sermon on this occasion. 


By invitation Dr. Wm. C. Pressly, President of 
Peace College and Mr. A. M. Cunningham were 
present and spoke on the $500,000.00 Development 
Campaign for the College, which has been author- 
ized by the Synod of North Carolina. Presbytery 
endorsed this Campaign and heard Mr. Chas. 
Sprinkle, a Trustee of the College, on measures for 
promoting it in this Presbytery. 


Presbytery sent up the following overture to the 
General Assembly: “If and when the General As- 
sembly sends down to the Presbyteries the question 
of union with another church body or bodies that 
all absent ministers of each Presbytery (thinking 
particularly of the Foreign Missionaries) be grant- 
ed the privilege of recording their vote, the details 
of voting to be worked out by each Presbytery.” 


And also overtured the Synod of North Caro- 
lina to reopen the question of changing the boundary 
lines of the constituent presbyteries. 


The next Stated Meeting of the Presbytery will 
be held at the First Presbyterian Church of Lex- 
ington, September 14, 1954. 

—J. Harry Whitmore, Stated Clerk. 


Southwest Georgia 


Southwest Georgia Presbytery met in Holt 
Church, Columbus, April 20th. Retiring Moder- 
ator Rev. T. J. White of Cuthbert, preached the 
opening sermon. Rev. W. D. Stewart of Bainbridge 
was dismissed to Florida Presbytery to organize a 
new work in Tallahassee. Candidate Perry Mobley 
was dismissed to Florida Presbytery, and Candidate 
Hugh McClure was dismissed to East Alabama 
Presbytery. Both these young men will graduate 
from Columbia Seminary in May. The Presbytery 
called Rev. L. B. Colquitt, Jr., of Cartersville, Ga., 
to become Executive Secretary of the Presbytery 
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and he is expected to begin the work in May. The 
Committee on Evangelism reported evangelistic 
services held in twelve churches during a week of 
simultaneous evangelism recently when ministers 
from Savannah Presbytery did the preaching. The 
ministers from Southwest Georgia Presbytery are 
expected to hold similar services in Savannah Pres- 
bytery in May. Rev. McKinley Weaver of Sher- 
wood Church, Columbus, was elected Moderator. 


Presbytery adopted a resolution appointing October. 


th: 17th as “Laymen’s Sunday” and requested each 
church to send its pastor to the Men’s Convention 
in New Orleans, and have a layman fill the pulpit 
on that Sunday. The Committee on Home Missions 
announced that two seniors from Columbia Semin- 
arv would take churches in the Presbytery after 
their graduation, Charles L. McDonald for the 
Dawson Church and James L. Spencer for the 
churches at Dawes and Dillon. The Presbytery 
Youth Camps will be held at Georgia Southwestern 
College in Americus. The Pioneer Camp from June 
7th to 12th, directed by Rev. John C. Neville, Jr., 
Holt Church, of Columbus, and the Senior Camp 
from June 14th to 19th, directed by Rev. B. F. 
Ogletree of Albany. 


Presbytery adjourned to meet in Albany for a 
special meeting on May the 18th. The Summer 
meeting will be held in Sherwood Church, Colum- 
bus, on July 6th. The ladies of Holt Church served 
a fine meal to the members of the Presbytery in 
their Sunday school rooms. 


How A Visitation Program Brought 
A 40 Percent Gain In Membership 


In First Presbyterian Church 


Liberty, Tex.—A program of Visitational Evan- 
gelism was held the week preceding Easter Sunday 
as a part of our observance of the Easter Season. 
First a prospect list was prepared by the Session, 
and five couples were chosen to do the visiting. A 
League of Prayer Support was then arranged, with 
each member of the congregation receiving a letter 
requesting that they pray for this program during 
a specific period of time each evening while the visit- 
ing teams were making their calls. 


Each evening for four consecutive days these five 
couples met at the Manse at 6:00 o'clock for a light 
supper and a period of instruction by our Pastor, 
Rev. James D. Caldwell, following which each 
couple was given names from the prospect list and 
the calling was done between the hours of 7:30 and 
9:30 P.M. The purpose of these visits was to secure 
a commitment for Christ or to re-enlist those who 
had once been active Christians. 

After the first night each couple would relay to 
the others at supper the response they had received 
the preceding night. This proved very inspirational 
to all who took part in the visiting. 


As a result of this Visitational Program 18 per- 
sons were received into the membership of our 
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: Church on April 25. Of these 11 were received on 
Profession of Faith, one by Re-affirmation of Faith, 
and six by Transfer of Church Letter. 


Prior to this program the membership of our 
Church was 47, with only 36 of these being active, 
resident, communing members, The total member- 
ship was increased to 65 as a direct result of this 
Program of Visitational Evangelism. 


Our Church was organized on February 17, 1952, 
with 39 charter members. We are currently pre- 
paring to start our third building program. 


Montgomery Presbytery 


Montgomery Presbytery met in its 232nd Stated 
Session in the Second Presbyterian Church of Roa- 
noke, Virginia, on Tuesday, April 27, 1954. 


Rev. James C. Clark was elected Moderator. 


Rev. Jack W. Ewart was dismissed to Fayette- 


ville Presbytery that he may accept the call of the 
Bethesda Church of Aberdeen, N. C. 


Rev. Hugh Smith was dismissed to Winchester 


‘Presbytery that he may become the pastor of the 
Capon Bridge group of churches. 


Rev. R. E. Huey was received from the First 
Presbytery of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church and arrangement made for his installation 
as pastor of the churches at Altamont and Mallow. 


Arrangements were made to organize a church at 
Cannaday Chapel and to install Al S. Burdette as 
its pastor. 


Candidate Merle Bland Dudley was dismissed 
to Mecklenburg Presbytery that he may accept a 
call to become the pastor of the McQuay Memorial 
Presbyterian of Charlotte, N. C. 


Candidate Beverly Roy Cosby was dismissed to 
the Congregational Christian Church that he may 
become associated with the Lynchburg Christian 
Fellowship. 


Candidate Charles Wm. Moore was = to 
Greenbrier Presbytery that he may accept a call 
from a church there. 


Candidate James Byron Spencer was dismissed 
to Southwest Georgia Presbytery that he may accept 
a call from a church there. 


Mr. Ronald Glover of the First Church of Cov- 
ington, Virginia, was received under the care of 
the Presbytery as a Candidate for the Ministry. 


Presbytery approved a program of Conferences 
and Institutes for Christian Education and Chris- 
tian Vocational Guidance. 


Presbytery Of Louisiana 
Every minister present but one who was excused 
due to illness. —T'wenty-two Ruling Elders present. 
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Unusual Features: : 
Baptism of infant daughter of host pastor; 


Presentation of Certificate of Merit to Baker 
Church and its Pastor. 


The proposed amendment to the standing rules 
was defeated which means that the Nominating 
Committee will nominate Commissionérs to the 


General Assembly. 


The Committee on Education presented a com- 
plete schedule for conferences, rallies, institutes and 
training schools for the Presbytery. 


The Committee on Church Extension reported 
progress in the investigation of Negro work in our 
area. They reported also, that the visit of the Rev. 
O. V. Caudill was most helpful and that Mr. Hyde 
will visit the Presbytery in June. 


The Committee on Nominations suggested Mr. 
Quentin Payne to complete the Committee on 
Woman’s Work; Dr. J. N. Brown for the Commit- 
tee on Examinations and for the Commission on the 


Minister and His Work, Mr. Scott McVea. 


The Central Treasurer reported a very encourag- 
ing increase in receipts for benevolences for the 
first quarter of 1954. 


The Rev. J. Robert Durway was received from 
the Presbytery of Brazos and a commission appointed 
to install him as Pastor of Westminster Church in 
Maplewood. 


The Executive Secretary presented “Home Mis- 
sions Day.” He was authorized to continue with 
present plans and emphasized the special offering 


for June 20, 1954. 


Presbytery adjourned to meet in the Canal Street 
Church, New Orleans on Tuesday, July 20 follow- 


ing the evening session of the Synod. 


—Robert D. Earnest, Stated Clerk. 


BOOKS 


MopERN UNCERTAINTY AND CHRISTIAN FAITH. 
G. C. Berkouwer. Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. 


‘In 1952, Professor Berkouwer delivered six lec- 
tures at Calvin College and Seminary under the 
auspices of the Calvin Foundation. These lectures 
manifest Dr. Berkouwer’s keen grasp of current 
thought and problems of contemporary theology. 
Unlike many Hollanders the author is able to ex- 
press himself well. His thoughts are presented in 
attractive fashion. He possesses a remarkable facility 
in explaining historical Calvinism in a manner 
that can be grasped by the laity who have not been 
trained in the technical language of theology. 
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The first lecture deals with the timely subject, 
“The Authority of Scripture in Our Time.” Here 
we are reminded that the Reformed Faith has among 
its first duties that of reflecting on the authority 
of the Bible. He is not like many unrealistic Chris- 
tians today who seem to feel that there is no place 
for a defense of the Scriptures in Modern Chris- 
tianity. Dr. Berkouwer tells us that the Authority 
of the Bible had to be defended against Roman 
Catholic detraction in favor of tradition. Today, 
he says it is necessary to defend it against modern- 
ism. He points out that from all quarters of the 
Church and Theology comes the declaration that 
it is impossible to maintain the old doctrine of in- 
spiration and infallibility of the Bible. Such an 
attitude he holds is dangerous to overlook. The 


entire Church as well as Reformed Theology should 


be concerned enough to take a positive stand on 
the authority of Holy Writ. Holding that this is 
a major issue, he writes “Whether the Reformed 
Faith over-estimated the ‘authority of Scriptures is 
one of the most important questions facing every 
Church member today.” 


Coming to grips with his subject, the author 
writes, “The confession of the Authority of the 
Word of God can never be isolated from the sav- 
ing content of the Word of God. Christianity is a 
book-religion. But not a book-religion in the formal 
sense of the word. We should have to be sure of 
the character of our witness because its witness is 
full of richness and responsibility.” 


“How can we in these dark times be a blessing 
to the many who have lost their certainty under 
the impact of radical criticism?” he asks. This ques- 
tion, he answers not on the basis of rational apolo- 
getic but rather on the testimony of the Holy Spirit 
who convinces the Christian of the real authority 
of the Scriptures. 


Realizing that many who have been engaged in 
defending the trustworthiness of the Scriptures are 
tempted to become weary in well-doing, Dr. Berk- 
ouwer counsels such “Let us not be tired in a 
strange and dangerous period of our history in 
which problems are facing us from every side. The 
Lord will bless us in our task. This task is not to 
be Protestant in the negative sense. The world is 
over-burdened with protests against the Word of 


. God, against Authority, against the Gospel. New 


Protestantism is an attempt to combine the Gospel 
with the autonomy of reason and out of this at- 
tempt, its champions feel opposed to orthodoxy. We 
need not fear if we are in the obedience of Christ 
for we know what the world needs—a testimony, a 
thesis, a certainty.” 


Another outstanding chapter in this volume is on 
“Jesus Christ and His Church.” Dr. Berkouwer 
insists that the Church’s mission today is to preach 
the “Kingship of Christ.’’ He believes it is a won- 
derful confession for now and the future. In this 
way, the Church will be enabled to tell the world 
that this King carries a scepter, that he does not 
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suppress life, he exercises no dictatorship but estab- 
lishes new life. He asks, “Is there a richer task for 
the Church than bringing this message into a world 
full of fear? Is there a richer task for the Church 


than to be such a Church that she lets her light 
‘shine to be the light of the Light of the World be- 


cause He is the Light of the World?” 


Dr. Berkouwer concludes “And we will go for- 
ward on our way in the darkness of the times be- 


- cause of His Church and His Kingdom because of 


His Sovereignty though it is not manifested to 
natural eyes. He has irresistibly drawn us to our- 
selves and will eternally protect us in the midst of 
all powers. This is our immense task: it does not 
matter what age or what country in this task there 
will be unity and truth.” The perils of the times 
should not be permitted to diminish the real ac- 
tivity of our Church, the writer insists; on the con- 
trary, the hazards of our day is a challenge for the 


Church to really be the Church of Jesus Christ. 


Every Southern Presbyterian should read this 
illuminating series of lectures. 


—John R. Richardson. 


THE Sonc oF RutnH. Frank G. Slaughter. 
Doubleday and Company, 575 Madison Avenue, 
New York, New York. Price $3.75. 


Dr. Slaughter has taken one of the oldest and 
most beloved stories in the world and presented it 
in this absorbing new novel. He presents it as a 
panorama of kings and slaves, trials and tribulation, 
passion and tranquility—above all else a love story. 


Moving pictures are frequently filmed from nov- 
els as well as from original plays. Occasionally the 
latter has been adapted for occasion in publication 
in novel form and usually after the story had been 
filmed or the picture released. Apparently the Song 
of Ruth represents the first time that the novel and 
screen play have been written simultaneously. 


In the author’s preface, he stated that Biblical 
authorities do not agree upon the exact status of the 
Book of Ruth and one group considers it to be a 
work of fiction. We would like to have it under- 
stood that this reviewer does not hold to this idea. 
We believe this book to be historical and pictures 
accurately conditions toward the end of the reign 
of the Judges and near the selection of Saul as 
Israel’s first king. 


All who love the Book of Ruth will find this 


novel full of interest. 


PREACHING THE GOSPEL OF THE RESURRECTION. 
D. T. Niles. Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
Penna. Price $2.00. 


This book emphasizes the ‘‘Gospel of the Resur- 
rection” as the central message of Christian preach- 
ing . .. as it relates to the whole task of preach- 
ing. His theme makes it especially appropriate for 
the Easter season. It is written with conviction and 
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passion. It shows the deepest meanings of hope, 
death, love and life are to be found in the Gospel 
of the Resurrection. This is one of the better books 
of our day. It is written with real insight into 
man’s deepest needs. 


FARTHER INTO THE NIGHT. Mrs. Gordon H. 
Smith: Zondervan Publishing Company, Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. 

To press “Farther Into the Night” of heathen- 
dom with the light of the Gospel—that is the high. 
calling of Mrs. Gordon H. Smith and her husband. 
What such a mission involves—the sacrifice, the 
courage, the faith—you will read about in this new 
and highly inspiring account of mission work among 
the tribes of Indo-China. A great number of photo- 
graphs and the vivid language of Mrs. Smith will 
impress the reader with the value of Christian mis- 
sions in our day. 


Gop SPEAKs. Frederick W. Brink. Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia, Penna., price $1.00. 


Many series of meditations have been written for 
military service personnel. But this one is not just 
an ordinary volume. It is marked by more depth 
and theological insights than we usually find in 
such works. The selections are arranged into daily 
readings for periods of twelve weeks and divided into 
three groups. “God speaks” is the theme for the 
first four weeks; ‘Christ speaks” is the theme for 
the next four weeks; “Life Speaks’ for the last 
four. This book is small in size but highly sugges- 
tive in Christian insight. 


THE Bisie Story A B C Book. Arlene S. Hall. 
Warner Press, Anderson, Ind. Price $1.00. 


Tiny Tot Soncs. Paul E. Brierstedt. Warner 
Press, Anderson, Ind. Price $1.00. 


These two new juvenile books give promise of 
being popular for small children. They are remark- 
able for beauty and also artistic taste in the presen- 
tation of Christian truth adapted to little ones. 


How To Stupy EpuesiAns. Joseph M. Gettys. 
John Knox Press, Richmond, Va. Price $ .75. 


Each lesson in this book is arranged with a brief 
introduction, a series of questions for original study, 
questions and comments for detailed study, and 
questions for discussions. This study guide is differ- 
ent from anything else available on Ephesians. It is 
very limited in the treatment of introductory prob- 
lems. Advanced students will secure fuller treat- 
ment in commentaries already available. This guide 
proposes seven lessons. It is valuablé not as a sub- 
stitute for, but a supplement to the helpful studies 
already available on the great Epistle to Ephesians. 


RoGuE ELEPHANT. Charles Ludwig. Scripture 
Press. Price $1.00. 


A missionary and adventure story for boys and 
girls. Each chapter is graphically illustrated. 
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